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“In my solidarity mission, I have travelled to the Democratic Republic of Congo, Central African Republic, Chad 
and South Sudan. I had conversation with women in conflict areas and UN protection sites. Despite their 
positions and condition their strength and resilience towards peace stirred me. Who else can be better 
positioned as best partners in the real spirit of UN Resolution 1325? They are untapped resources that the 
global community should focus on. Gone should be the days where women are regarded as mere victims of 
conflict."
 
Women’s full participation should be at the center of peace processes.Their positions should not  taken as 
‘granting them a favor’ but a requisite for better society.
My office since 2014 is mandated to ensure that the voices of women, and the vulnerable are heard much more 
clearly in peace building and conflict resolution. To this end in the two years I have focused priorities of 
engagement on field visits- solidarity missions. Listening to women in their own environment of conflict stricken 
habitats, protection centers and refugee campus was flagship activities of the office. It is in these settings that 
we lived the lives of the women, as victims and yet as strong pillars of their communities in keeping it together 
and looking forward to the future. It was highly rewarding to echo their fears, dreams and hopes to authorities all 
the way up to heads of states and international fora. I have taken part in manier international and regional 
workshops and high-level consultations on mechanisms of integrating women in implementation of the spirit of 
Africa Agenda 2063.
 
Boosting the role of women in processes and decision making points of implementation of Resolution1325 can’t 
be reached without the central role of women leaders at all stages, but also a concerted engagement of various 
fields of engagement. Women leaders have to be voices to the voiceless fellow sisters in all their engagement in 
all fields. That is why my office make it a point to initiate a network of centers of excellence on Women peace 
and security with the aim of providing leadership in training of mediators, workshop for peace reporters, support 
women’s groups, civil society organizations and regional forums. 
 
This activity highlight is a compilation of major activities, and outcomes gained in 2015-16. It is not a report as 
fait acompli, but rather a stepping stone and a call for all stakeholders to pick on the small steps the office took 
and work together to significant impacts on the lives of women and the vulnerable of our continent especially in 
zones of conflict and post- conflict areas.
 
Mme Bineta Diop 
Special Envoy on Women, Peace and Security for The Chairperson of the African Union Commission.

MESSAGE FROM THE SPECIAL ENVOY



The office embraced the advancement of the implementation of the women, peace and security agenda as 
a primary channel to integrate and make the issue of women, peace and security agenda and integral part 
of African Security practice and thinking.  To that end it has conducted series of consultations with 
member states and Regional Economic Commissions to devise National and regional Action plans on the 
same. Alongside the support provided to the development of National Action plans, the Special Envoy’s 
office is preparing a Continental Result Framework (CRF), a monitoring mechanism of the implementation, 
for the sustainable and effective implementation of the Agenda.
 
The Office besides the future looking and integration of the securing and transforming women’s position in 
peace and security and other realms, it also actively engaged in the lives of Women, children and 
vulnerable affected by Conflict. Solidarity missions to visit survivors of rape and other violence, hearing 
their anguish and pain and brings the abhorrent stories to the world. Such a voice from these high-powered 
solidarity missions, as “voice for the voiceless” calls all stakeholders, conflicting parties and powers for 
intervention, and measures, bringing accountability. The office have so far organized 6 Solidarity missions 
to South Sudan, Democratic Republic of Congo, Central African Republic, and Somalia.  (gains – 
substantive impact if any).  Some of the Solidarity missions were carried out along with partners, United 
Nations.
 
Beyond the intermittent case by case based collaboration of the AU- UN on peace agenda, the Offce of the 
special seeks a broader and more complementary relationship. Warranting this it has organized number of 
harmonized issues to the table, to high level panels and debates in the international and regional forums. 
These platforms have advocated towards strategic shifts and impacts in thinking and framing issues, 
around women, peace and Security in Africa.( substantial result - issues on which  moves were taken ? ) In 
the year we are reporting a total of XXXXXX , and YYYYY  on range of specicfc issues.
Securing woman and sustaining peace the leading motto of Office of the Special envoy’s is a complex 
multi-dimensional which could not be done with out a whole ownership of the issue by all stakeholders, 
States, regional and international organizations and surely the Civil societies active engagement. 
Cognizant of this, Mobilization is one of the core approaches.
 
Wide spread and faster awareness creation and change in attitude come only through encouraging and 
engaging various stakeholders and segments of a society. As a educators, and opinion formers in a 
society media and journalists were the targets attended in this reporting year. As mentioned in the 
preceding paragraph that having a broader shared vision, The OSE collaborated with UNWomen to 
develop a gender responsive reporting guideline. A total of 25 journalists from different African 
countries were selected and trained towards creating a Network of Pan-African Reporters for women, 
Peace and Security. The reporters will serve as a champion of the cause of women, Peace and Security.

BACKGROUND
It is now three years since H.E Dr.Nkosazana Dlamini Zuma, Chacirperson of the African Union, 

appointed a special envoy for women, Peace and Security. The move was a pioneer to uplift the agenda 

of women Peace and Security to the highest level and special focus internationally.

 

The African Union Chairperson’s Special envoy on Women Peace and Security is Mme Bineta Diop. She 

is the founder and President of Femmes Africa Solidarité (FAS), an international NGO based in Geneva 

with its operation office in Dakar/Senegal. The organization seeks to foster, strengthen and promote the 

leadership role of women in conflict prevention, management and resolution in Africa. Mme Diop played 

an instrumental role in the adoption of the Solemn Declaration on Gender Equality in Africa as well as 

the Protocol to the African Charter on Human and People’s Rights on the Rights of Women in Africa. 

She has led peace-building programs as well as many women’s peace and security initiatives.

A passionate advocate for the economic empowerment of women, in 2012, under the leadership of Mme 

Diop, FAS coordinated the launch of the Empowering Women in Agriculture Initiative in Africa (EWA), 

which was co-chaired by Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf, the President of Liberia, and Paul Kagame, the 

President of Rwanda. A center of Excellence was also established for gender, Peace and Development 

(PAC) for training future young leaders in peace, development and peace-building with a special focus 

on gender.

She was named one of the 100 most influential people in the world by Time Magazine in 2011 and was 

awarded the Légion d’honneur by the French President in 2012.  Mme Diop was co-chair of the World 

Economic Forum on Africa in 2014. Mme Diop studied International Relations and Diplomacy. She has a 

Honoris Causa from the United Nations-affiliated University for Peace (UPEACE), Costa Rica and 

Middlesex University, in United Kingdom.

 

The office of the special envoy’s primary mandate is articulated “ensure that the voices of women and 

the vulnerable are heard much more clearly in conflict prevention and peace building”. In discharging 

her mandate, the Special Envoy has centered her work on the promotion, protection and advancement 

of the rights of women, in particular those affected by violent conflicts.

 

To this end the office focused on four main strands of approach viz. bridging policy-implementation gap, 

gap Policy and implementation on key areas of the women, peace and security agenda. The activities 

stretches to touché upon prevention, protection, and participation of women in conflict areas as well as 

in regular setting. The protection of women and girls from sexual and gender-based violence; The 

participation of women and girls at all levels of decision-making in the prevention, management and 

resolution of conflict and peace-building processes and the recognition and incorporation of gender 

perspectives in post conflict reconstruction and development endeavors;



General Objective
To accelerate the implementation of the Women, Peace and Security (WPS) agenda in Africa, hence to 

contribute to the overall African Peace and Security Architecture (APSA).

 

Specific Objectives
a. Enhance the urgency of women participation in peace processes and promote women’s leadership 

and initiatives, and showcase best practices for replication.

 

b. Develop a Continental Results Framework for monitoring and reporting on the implementation of 

women, peace and security commitments at national, regional and continental levels.

 

c. Build synergy within African Union Commission (AUC) to strengthen efforts on Women, Peace and 

Security for better impact.

 

d.   Enhance partnership with various stakeholders including women groups and experts, Civil 

Society Organizations (CSOs), training and research institutions, development agencies, and other 

peace and security partners.

MANDATE
- Ensuring that the voices of women and the vulnerable are heard much 
more clearly in peace and in conflict resolution”. 
The Envoy’s work aims to close the gap between policy and 
implementation
- Her mandate is anchored on the priority pillars of the landmark United 
Nations Security Council Resolution 1325, subsequent related UN 
resolutions and African Union instruments and policies like the Maputo 
Protocol and Solemn Declaration. - It is articulated around 4 main strands;
(4Ps)
* Prevention of violence against women and girls in conflict, situations of 
insecurity and in times of peace;
* Protection of women and girls from sexual and gender-based violence, 
including in humanitarian situation;
* Participation of women at all levels of decision-making in the prevention, 
management, resolution of conflict and peace building processes, and,
* Post conflict recognition and incorporation of gender perspectives in 
relief and recovery efforts. OBJECTIVES



January 2015 Gender Is My Agenda Campaign (GiMAC)
 
GiMAC is a leading African women’s civil society network dedicated to the implementation of solemn 
declaration on Gender equality. It is a Pre-Consultative Meeting towards AU summit on mainstreaming 
gender equality to influence the decision of the Summit towards gender equality.
The 4 days Gender is my Agenda Campaign (GIMAC) of the 2015 took place under the thme “ year of 
Women Empowerment and Development towards Africa’s Agenda 2063: what is the change we want to 
see”
 
Outcome
In this year’s campaign a follow-up discussion from previous years towards the implementation has 
updated the solemn declaration index. It has further identified 6 thematic priority areas. Emboldened 
the 2015 AU theme “The year of women Empowerment and development towards Agenda 2063.
Effective advancement of women’s agenda was  stirred in
   o   Transforming the role of women in agriculture
   o   Financial empowerment
   o   Quality education
   o   End violence against women and girls
   o   Ensure participation of women at the peace table
   o   Enhance political participation
 
https://au.int/en/speeches/20160119-
https://au.int/en/newsevents/19557/27th-pre-summit-consultative-meeting-gender-mainstreaming-
african-union





February 2015: “Women: Powerful Agents for Peace and Security 2012-
2015” 
    
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Netherlands hosted a two days 
conference on women, peace and security (16-17 February 2015) with 
particular focus of  enhancing participation and leadership of women in (post) 
conflict peace building situation
The Special Envoy spoke along with special representative on WPS, NATO on 
Key recommendations towards effective implementation of Women Peace and 
Security Agenda.
     
 Outcome
- Sum up lessons learned and future recommendations following the expert 
sessions. 2) Provide findings and recommendations as input for the UN High 
Level Review on 1325.
- Key recommendations on reform of Security sector, participation of Women 
in post conflict state- building & peace building and the role of Women on WPS 
agenda.
- The Special Envoy’s key message focused on the experiences on the ground, 
collected during the solidarity missions. This promoted the African women’s 
role in post-conflict reconstruction.
- She called for support of this grass-root initiatives of women in Somalia, 
South Sudan, Central African Republic and Nigeria.
 
 



ADVOCACY partnership and synergy 

In an effort to raise the voices of women and girls especially those in conflict 

situations and ensure that their agency recognized in peace processes, the 

special envoy also undertook a number of activities.   

Convening international high level panels, in partnership with UN agencies and 

development partners, solidarity missions and organizing the leading women’s 

movement continental campaign were the major umbrella activities and 

forums where she hears and voiced the women’s stories in peace processes.



March 2015: “Towards a Continental Results Framework (CRF) on Women, Peace and Security in 
Africa”, Side Event on 59th Commission on the Status of Women.
    

  A high level panel co-organized by the Special Envoy WPS and Office of United Nations Special advice 

on Africa (OSAA). The main purpose was advocating at a global level for support for the development 

of the African Union CRF, which will facilitate the monitoring and evaluation of the implementation of 

WPS Agenda.

  In attendance were Ministers from member states, Special Envoys, permanent representatives from 

UN, AU and international CSOs.

 

   Outcome 
- Strong visibility of AU achievements on Women’s right on being the first international organization to 

appoint a special envoy to the issue, and further developing a monitoring tool of the implementation 

of WPS Agenda. The office on this event managed to mobilize resource and expertise.

- Monitoring the current status of the implementation of WPS agenda at different level; a common 

general guideline and recommendation was laid out.

 

http://www.fasngo.org/assets/files/CSW/reportMarch10.pdf , 

https://esango.un.org/SideEvents/documents/741, http://webtv.un.org/meetings-events/other-

meetingsevents/watch/high-level-dialogue-towards-a-continental-results-framework-on-women-

peace-and-security-in-africa-csw59-side-event/4103680422001/?term=&page=3



September 2015: G7 Forum for Dialogue with Women, “Enhancing 
African Women Leadership in the Transformation of Africa”
 
- As part of the comprehensive dialogue with civil society, Chancellor 
Angela Merkel of Germany organized the Platform on the side of the G7 
Forum for dialogue with Women. Participants included high-ranking 
political representatives: Jordanian Queen Rania, the Liberian President 
Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, the Norwegian Prime Minister Erna Solberg, and the 
Head of the United Nations Development Programme, Helen Clark. The AU 
chairperson H.E. Mme Delamini Zuma, and H.E. Mme Bienta Diop were 
present. 
 
Outcome 
- Enhancing African Women leadership in the transformation of Africa. In 
this event AU had the opportunity to demonstrate its leadership in 
Women’s right. The following steps stood out and recognized as a 
milestones to be benchmarked :
 
· The first organization to appoint Special envoy for the Agenda.
· Contributes the highest number of women in peace keeping forces.
· https://au.int/en/newsevents/20150914



October 2015: Africa Week and Commemoration of the 15th Anniversary of UNSCR 1325 October 12-16
Themed under “15Yrs. of the Women Peace and Security Agenda: Stocktaking and Perspective”
 

- Africa Week is an annual weeklong event that celebrates and showcases Africa’s continuous advancements. Each year 

Africa Week features series of high-level events to engage all stakeholder. This year was crucial on the AU- UN 

partnership of the Africa’s integration and Development Agenda.  In the African Week, the 15th year anniversary high 

level panel was organized in a bolstered partnership among the office of the Special Envoy on WPS, partnered with 

UNWomen, the Office of the Special Adviser on Africa (OSSA) and the Permanent Observer Mission of the African Union 

to UN. H.E. Mme Bineta Diop Special Envoy on Women Peace and Security represented the African Union Commission. 

Prominent women leaders took stock of the implementation status, best practice and challenges implementation of 

UNSCR1325.

- The debate was themed: “The Agenda 2063 and its First Ten-Year Implementation Plan in the context of UN-AU 

partnership on Africa’s Integration and Development Agenda.”

 

Outcome
- Launched a booklet  “THE AFRICAN UNION 15 Years of the Women, Peace and Security Agenda in Africa: Stocktaking 

and Perspective”

- The event provided an opportune moment for key stakeholders from Africa to share experience of implementing UNSCR 

1325.  It further galvanized the spirit of synergy of efforts towards strengthening the role of African women to accelerate 

the implementation of UNSCR1325, the status of women in general.  

 

“Women demanded loudly "No more solemn Declarations but Solemn Actions and Solemn Deliverables".
H.E. Mme Bineta Diop   13/10/15, NY
 

http://www.un.org/en/africa/osaa/pdf/events/20151012/women-agenda.pdf, 

http://www.un.org/en/africa/osaa/pdf/events/20151012/women-note.pdf , 

http://www.un.org/en/africa/osaa/pdf/events/20151012/statements/diop20151014am.pdf

 



November 2015: Africa Media Leaders Forum: The Role of media in promoting Women, 
Peace and Security Agenda
 
-  The Continent’s largest media gathering, the African Media leaders Forum had a three 
days forum in Johannesburg. The annual flagship event of the African Media Initiative- 
more than 600 media leaders, personalities and media houses attended the 7th Conference
- Discusses pertinent issues related to development and media in Africa
- Along the special envoy, Dr. Carlos Lopez, of UNECA, and Mamadou Biteye, of Africa 
regional office of Rockfeller Foundations. 
 
Outcome 
-  Visibility of the office of the Special Envoy and UNSCR1325
- Call for Active and proactive engagement of the media on Women, Peace and Security 
Agenda
- Call for media owners to promote women to leadership level.
 
“Integrated, peaceful and developed Africa can be attained with the full contribution of 
a proactive engaged, enabling African media” -H.E. Mme Bineta Diop, 11/11/15, 
Johannesburg
 
http://africanmediainitiative.org/the-role-of-media-in-promoting-the-women-peace-and-
security-agenda-in-africa/
 



January 2016: 27th GiMAC “Looking towards 2020: Securing Women’s Rights through Gender 
Equality and Silencing the Guns in Africa”
 

- The leading African women’s campaign dedicated to the implementation of the Solemn Declaration on 

Gender Equality, this year launched under the theme Securing women’s rights through gender equality 

and Silencing the Guns. In this year’s campaign over 150 participants took part, including AU officials, 

AU Special Envoy on Women Peace and Security, AU Women and Gender Development Directorate, 

UNECA representatives, and Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) on Gender in Africa. As part of the 

campaign office of the Special envoy organized a panel that reviews implementation of Women, peace 

and Security Agenda, looking at accelerating the way forward.

 

OUTCOME
- Call for Action :Call for addressing the root cause of the worsening situations in Burundi, the Central 

African, Republic,, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, South Sudan and Somalia, as well as violent 

extremism in Mali, Kenya and Nigeria, and recent situations of unrest as the case Burkina Faso

- Submitted a 14 points action recommendation for the Heads of States Summit.

 

“Despite the major strides made in terms of adopting several resolution on women’s right in Africa, 
implementation by member states is still very weak.”- H.E. Mme Bineta Diop
http://fasngo.org/assets/files/post/01/GIMAC_January_2016_Concept_Note_EN.pdf, 

http://fasngo.org/assets/files/post/01/GIMAC27%20Communique_FINAL_EN.pdf , 

www.genderismyagenda.com/activities/27%20pre%20summit/27_GIMAC_Consultative_Meeting_Gende

r_Mainstreaming_Africa





March 2016: “Africa’s year of Human rights, particular Focus on Rights of 
Women: Opportunities and Challenges” Side Event on 60th CSW.
 
- Organized OSAA and the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 
(OHCHR)  [ the report says OSE co-organized it – but no evidence]
- The Special envoy was among the eminent notable speakers; The Special Envoy’s 
speech focused on how the WPS agenda protects women’s rights.
- High-level policy makers and experts from continent and international arena with 
their experiences and strategies for implementation
 
Outcome 
- High visibility of AU’s achievements in women’s right
- Strengthened partnership with OSSA and other Key partners
- Detailed multilevel recommendations to African governments, AU, RECs, Civil 
society, international Community and UN was laid out.
 
“Prevention of Violence […], their protection and participation in decision 
making are rights, not privileges”
http://www.un.org/en/africa/osaa/pdf/events/20160317/conceptnote_afryrhr.pdf , 
 http://www.un.org/en/africa/osaa/events/2016/africanyearhumanrights.shtml



March 22 2016:  “High Level Forum on Gender Empowerment; Advancing our 
Commitment”
 
- A high level forum hosted by the World Bank on Gender empowerment
- The special envoy took part in a themed “Reclaiming the Future: Overcoming 
Gender-based violence and other conflict related Challenges.”
- The Panel was conducted along with high level representatives UN special 
Representative on Sexual Violence in conflict, USAID Assistant Administrator for 
Africa and others.
 
Outcome
- High visibility for the work undertaken by the OSE
- Raised awareness on status of girls in conflict areas in Africa- shared stories from 
solidarity missions in various states. DRC, South Sudan etc.
- Had a bilateral consultations with various WB units and USAID. The consultations 
led to a support from USAID. 
 
http://live.worldbank.org/gender-empowerment-advancing-our-commitment



April 2016:  Geneva Conference on Preventing Violent Extremism 
 
- Co-hosted by the Government of Switzerland and the United Nations, the 
Geneva conference on Preventing Violent Extremism – The way forward.
- Brainstormed towards a global strategy to counter –terrorism.
- Participants shared their experiences and best practices
     
Outcome
- The Special envoy gave practical inputs and real case studies from the 
fields- Solidarity missions
- Engagement of the youth is given the highest importance.
- High visibility for the work undertaken by the OSE, Au and the strong 
partnerships of stakeholders.
    
“Solutions [to counter extremism] exist on the fields- in the fields not 
only do we get stories but viable approaches”
 
http://webtv.un.org/watch/session-ii-addressing-the-drivers-of-violent-
extremism-geneva-conference-on-preventing-violent-
extremism/4836263133001#player



May 2016 World Humanitarian Summit: “Achieving Gender equality for women and 
Girls” 
 
- The first of its kind – the world Humanitarian Summit – took place in Istanbul, Turkey.
- The Special Envoy represented the African Union Chairperson H.E. Mme Dlamini-Zuma
- The biggest gathering on the issue- with 55 head of States, 173 member States of UN, 700 
NGOs; approx.. 9000 participant attended.
     
Outcome
- The Special envoy articulated  AU’s endeavor in protecting women in humanitarian 
solutions; primarily the legal and institutional settings
- Data and narratives from the community level and field engagements from field 
solidarity missions were also presented.
 
http://webtv.un.org/meetings-events/conferencessummits/world-humanitarian-summit-
23-24-may-2016-istanbul-turkey/high-level-leaders-roundtables/watch/hl-leaders-
roundtable-7-–-women-and-girls-–-catalyzing-action-to-achieve-gender-equality-world-
humanitarian-summit-23-24-may-2016-istanbul-turkey/4909288254001/?term= , 
http://webtv.un.org/meetings-events/conferencessummits/world-humanitarian-summit-
23-24-may-2016-istanbul-turkey/press-conferences/watch/closing-press-conference-
world-humanitarian-summit-23-24-may-2016-istanbul-turkey/4909690187001/?term= 



June 2016 “International Day for the Elimination of Sexual Violence in 
Conflict”  
 
- The first of its kind – the world Humanitarian Summit – took place in 
Istanbul, Turkey.
- The Special Envoy represented the African Union Chairperson H.E. Mme 
Dlamini-Zuma
- The biggest gathering on the issue- with 55 head of States, 173 member 
States of UN, 700 NGOs; approx.. 9000 participant attended.
     
Outcome
- The Special envoy articulated  AU’s endeavor in protecting women in 
humanitarian solutions; primarily the legal and institutional settings
- Data and narratives from the community level and field engagements from 
field solidarity missions were also presented.
 
http://www.peaceau.org/uploads/statement-s.e.wps-on-elimination-of-
sexual-violence-19-june-2016-final.pdf



July 2016 : 3rd High level panel on Gender Equality and Women Empowerment
 
- Organized by multidimensional actors; AU Office of the Special Envoy WPS , WDGG,  AU 
leadership Academy, UN OHCHR
- The 3rd HLP GEWE took place at the margins of the 27th Au Summit of the Heads of States, Kigali- 
Rwanda
- Inline with the 2016 Au theme “African Year of Human Rights with a particular focus on the Rights 
of Women’’, the Panel focused on  "The Contributions of the Maputo Protocol on Women’s Rights in 
Achieving Gender Equality in Africa: Stocktaking, Opportunities and Accountability"
- Women, Peace and Security, participation in local governance , Financing, strategic partnership 
towards gender equality was among the centers of the call
 
Outcome
- Recommended that AU review its constitutive act to include all gender equality instruments 
adopted after 2002.
- Tabled that gender quota be introduced to the PSC and other structures of the Union
-  Call for member states to introduce a gender sensitive planning and budgeting , and stick to the 
obligations of the Maputo protocol
- The participants condemned the renewed violence that erupted in South Sudan in the strongest 
terms.
- The 2016 Campaign and Solidarity missions to South Sudan was kick started
https://au.int/sites/default/files/newsevents/reports/31637-rp-report-2.pdf    
https://au.int/sites/default/files/newsevents/workingdocuments/31637-wd-dialogue_experience-
3.pdf



August 2016 :  Tokyo International Conference on African 
Development – ( TICAD (IV)
     
- Under the theme “ Advancing Africa’s sustainability Development 
agenda : TICAD partnership for shared prosperity. The OSE 
contributed on the Gender side event “ Peace building through 
promoting  Gender equality and Women’s empowerment”
- In attendance was over 30 heads of States, private sector and 
international and regional organizations. Total of over 20000 were in 
attendance .
 
Outcome
- The Special Envoy ‘s Chief of Staff and special adviser presented 
“Hearing but not acting; slow pace in involving women in peace 
building in Africa”
- The presentation shared the situation on the ground by highlighting 
the findings of the solidarity mission from CAR, S.Sudan and DRC



October 2016: Network of Pan- African Reporters for women Peace and Security
     
- In partnership with UNWomen OSE launched a Handbook for Reporters on 
Women, Peace & Security .
- Conducted a two days workshop for journalists from 16 African Countries under 
the title “ Role of the Media in enhancing accountability on Women, Peace and 
Security Commitment.”
     
Outcome
- Created a network of Journalists that will serve as voices in peacekeeping and 
peace building and boost the visibility of the issue of women’s participation in 
peace processes and conflict resolution.
- The Network and organizers further presented a call for Peace and Security 
Council to ensure that member states protect the safety of journalists.
 
- http://www.peaceau.org/uploads/final-wps-reporting-handbook.pdf , 
http://africanmediaintiative.org/author/james/page/3/



Note from Leila  OSMAN
Testimony from a journalist who took part in the training for Journalists,2016.
 
My name is Leila Ad’ed Osman I work for the Somali National Television based in Mogadishu, Somalia.
In 2016, I had the opportunity to participate in Women peace and security workshop, which was 
organized by the Office of the Special envoy, AU in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. The lessons I learned from the 
workshop include key gender and media concept, Gender in peace process, ethical reporting in peace and 
conflict and Challenges in the promotion of human Rights and the Empowerment of Women. The most 
beneficial part of the workshop for me was the session that has changed my life which related to the 
promotion of human rights and the empowerment of women. This session has left a very deep feeling in 
my heart that has finally made me stand for the rights of female journalists in Somalia.  
 
Few months after the workshop, I have established Somali Women Journalist Rights Association 
(SOWJRA) which is a legally registered Somali Non-Governmental, Non-political, non-ethnic, non-
religiously affiliated and Non-profit-making organization focusing on women journalists' rights and 
empowerment through education and development activities.
                                                                                                                                     
Apart from several workshops and seminars conducted for increasing the capacity and empowerment of 
female journalists in Mogadishu, SOWJRA has succeeded for the advocacy of one female journalist who 
has been attacked and wounded in Mogadishu. Farhia Mire Roble, a female reporter, producer and news 
reader for Somali National Television and Radio Mogadishu was injured on 28th June 2018 in Mogadishu. 
She received two bullet shots in the stomach and left leg after a man armed with pistol attacked her in 
Hodan district.
 
However, we have made a report about her case and shared with more than 10 organizations both 
national and international levels. After several advocacy and communication we have managed to secure 
her relocation to Kampala, Uganda through the support of East and Horn of Africa Human Rights 
Defenders (DefendDefenders). 
 
I look forward to work with the office of the Special envoy on the issue of Women, Peace and Security 
Agenda in Africa.



SOLIDARITY MISSIONS

“I AM HERE TO LISTEN TO YOU AND TO RELAY YOUR MESSAGE TO DECISION-
MAKERS IN THE DRC, THE CHAIRPERSON OF THE AFRICAN UNION 

COMMISSION, COMMISSIONER OF PEACE AND SECURITY AND THE AFRICAN 
UNION PEACE AND SECURITY COUNCIL.”  

 
H.E. MME BINETA DIOP 

SPECIAL ENVOY ON WOMEN PEACE AND SECURITY



MAY  2015 ,  

DRC

From 1st to 8th May 2015, the Special Envoy 
represented Her Excellency Mme Nkosazana 
Dlamini Zuma, Chairperson of the African Union 
Commission at the Bangui National Reconciliation 
Forum. 
She delivered the Chairperson address at the 
Opening ceremony, alongside Her Excellency Mme 
Catherine Samba-Panza, Transition President of 
the Central African Republic and His Excellency 
Denis Sassou-Nguesso, President of the Republic of 
Congo and International Mediator of the Central 
African Peace Process.



JUNE  2015 ,  JEWI  

Refugee  Center ,  

Ethiopia

On the occasion of the African Child Day, the Special 
Envoy joined refugees at Jewi refugee camp where 
she denounced the violations of child’s rights that 
have marked conflicts in Africa for too long. Mme 
Diop called for strong action to protect the rights of 
children during conflict, as well as in times of peace, 
in line with Aspiration 6 of Africa Agenda 2063, “caring 
for children, and no child should be left behind or 
excluded.”



AUGUST  2015 ,  

DRC

On the 13 August 2016, report revealed that at least 50 civilians, including 
15 women and 2 children were massacred, presumably by Allied 
Democratic Forces elements, in the Rwangoma and Beni areas, on the 
border with Virunga National Park in the Eastern part of DRC. 
In response to the continued violence unleashed on women in DRC, the 
Special Envoy led a solidarity mission to support women initiatives in 
November 2016. 
Her delegation was composed of the following members, H.E Ambassador 
Abdou Abarry, Special Representative of the Chairperson of the African 
Union Commission in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), Ms 
Lillehammer Giske Charlotte, Counsellor, Embassy of Norway in Kinshasa, 
Ms Adama Ndao, MONUSCO Conduct and Discipline Principal Officer, Ms 
Olivier Rouamba, Programme Officer, Bureau of President, African Union 
Commission, and Mr Paschal Chem-Langhee, Communication Officer in 
the Office of the Special Envoy on Women, Peace and Security.



DECEMBER  

2016 ,  South  

Sudan

On December 2016 - The Special Envoy carried another solidarity 
mission to South Sudan to continue with the campaign that was 
launched in October 2016 by H.E the Chairperson of the African Union 
Commission, aimed to restore the dignity of the women of South 
Sudan, and to enhance accountability on violence against women and 
girls in South Sudan. The mission took place from 6 to 9 December 
2016. 
The aim of the mission was to voice out Africa’s condemnation of the 
continued violence against women, and to call upon the Government 
of South Sudan, to take out immediate action to protect them against 
sexual violence by security forces in the country. The Special Envoy 
called upon the state authority to investigate, identify perpetrators 
and bring them to justice expeditiously. 
She expressed Africa’s solidarity with women from all parties in 
conflict and encouraged them to have a unified voice as women 
against sexual violence and for peace in their country.
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